DIVORCE AND THE ART OF WAR under the legal system in England and Wales: with a little help from the ancient strategist Sun Tzu

A quick google search for self help books on divorce will show many titles available, however
most such books have been written for the North American market. When going through my
own divorce, I could not find a book on the market that explained in clear, straightforward and
step by step terms, the process that a divorcing couple go through under the legal system in
England and Wales. The book I have written as a consequence, Divorce and the Art of War,
starts at the beginning, describing chronologically, both - The process of divorce itself, and The legally separate procedure of making and defending financial orders claims which arise
from divorce It is structured so that even if the reader were to refers to it for the first time
while they are already part-way through their divorce process, they can easily see the
significance of the point they have reached, and how that fits to the whole picture. The book
also points out significant pitfalls and misconceptions. For example: - There is usually
nothing to be gained at all, in legal terms, by defending a divorce - If your husband/wife had
an affair which contributed to the breakdown of the marriage, in itself this is considered
irrelevant by the courts when it comes to dividing up the marital assets - Your pension will be
considered by the courts to be a marital asset that your spouse will probably have a financial
claim on, even if the vast majority of your pension contributions were made before you were
married Divorce and the Art of War helps the reader decide for themselves what strategy to
take, and also emphasises (in Chapter 4) the little known fact that there exist formal
alternatives to court, of thrashing out an agreement. It cannot be assumed that the readers
lawyers will make them aware of these alternatives. Unusually, I got through four solicitors
and two barristers during my own divorce - however despite this, not one of them ever
mentioned the possibility of using Collaborative Law, or Family Law Arbitration! I remained
completely unaware of the existence of these processes until it was far too late. It is an
unfortunate fact that even a good lawyer wont necessarily apply the law or argue your case in
the best possible way - you will need to work with them to get the best from them. This book
helps the reader to achieve that. If the worst comes to the worst, Chapter 10 even describes
how to complain about a solicitor (details which are unlikely to be found in any book written
BY a solicitor!). Divorce and the Art of War also makes reference to (and takes its name
from) an ancient Chinese text on the subject of strategy, called the Art of War. I integrate
some of this ancient wisdom into the text, without requiring the reader to immerse themselves
in copious amounts of heavy, and superficially irrelevant, ancient Chinese philosophy. I have
a long-held fascination for this aspect of eastern philosophy, and have simply drawn out a few
key lessons in brief and easily understandable form. In short, this is the kind of book I wanted
to buy so that I could refer to it when going through my own divorce. Had I found it, I would
have purchased it, and not even given any thought to writing a book myself. Unfortunately, it
simply did not exist. It does now.
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